
Immerse Yourself in the Sweet and Savory
World of "They Better Call Me Sugar"

In the vibrant tapestry of American literature, there are stories that
illuminate the rich diversity of our nation's past. Among these gems is Kali
Fajardo-Anstine's debut novel, "They Better Call Me Sugar," which has
garnered critical acclaim and captures the complex experiences of
Indigenous women in the American West. Embark on an unforgettable
journey as we delve into the pages of this evocative novel, a poignant
exploration of history, identity, and the enduring bonds of family.

Echoes of the Past

"They Better Call Me Sugar" transports us to the heart of Denver, Colorado,
in the aftermath of World War II. The city hums with the promise of a new
era, yet the shadows of the past linger. The novel weaves together the lives
of three generations of Indigenous women, each haunted by the traumas
and triumphs that have shaped their destinies.
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There's Flora, a young woman disillusioned by her experiences in a
boarding school, struggling to find her place in a rapidly changing society.
Her search for connection leads her to Sugar, a vibrant and charismatic
storyteller who provides a sanctuary for others like her. Sugar's daughter,
Queenie, carries the weight of a painful past, her silence echoing the
secrets that have plagued her family for generations.

Intricate Characters

Fajardo-Anstine paints her characters with exquisite detail, capturing their
vulnerabilities, resilience, and the profound ways in which they navigate
their own narratives. Flora's search for belonging resonated deeply with
readers, as did Queenie's struggle to reconcile her own identity amidst the
shadows of the past. Each woman's journey becomes a testament to the
indomitable spirit of those who have persevered through adversity.

Writing that Sings

Fajardo-Anstine's prose is nothing short of lyrical, a testament to her keen
eye for observation and her deep understanding of the human condition.
Her descriptions of the natural world, from the desolate landscapes of the
Dakota Badlands to the bustling streets of Denver, are vibrant and
evocative, creating an immersive experience for readers.

Themes of Identity and Belonging
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At its core, "They Better Call Me Sugar" is a poignant exploration of identity
and belonging in a world that often seeks to marginalize those who don't fit
the prevailing norms. The novel challenges readers to confront the
complexities of race, class, and gender, and to question the ways in which
these factors shape our experiences.

Legacy and Impact

Since its release in 2018, "They Better Call Me Sugar" has garnered
widespread critical acclaim and numerous literary awards. It has been
praised for its authentic portrayal of Indigenous life, its nuanced exploration
of trauma and resilience, and its lyrical prose. The novel has also sparked
important conversations about the history and experiences of Indigenous
women in the United States.

A Must-Read for All

"They Better Call Me Sugar" is a literary masterpiece that deserves a place
on the shelves of every reader who seeks to expand their understanding of
American history and the human experience. It is a novel that will stay with
you long after you've turned the last page, leaving you with a profound
appreciation for the strength and resilience of those who have been
marginalized and silenced.

In the annals of American literature, "They Better Call Me Sugar" stands as
a powerful and poignant testament to the enduring spirit of Indigenous



women. Kali Fajardo-Anstine's extraordinary storytelling transports readers
to a world where the echoes of the past reverberate in the present, where
resilience triumphs over adversity, and where the bonds of family provide
an unbreakable source of strength. Immerse yourself in the world of "They
Better Call Me Sugar" and prepare to be captivated by a story that will
leave an indelible mark on your soul.
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