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Along the rugged Atlantic coast of Canada, where the land meets the sea,
lies a province steeped in maritime history: Nova Scotia. Dotting its
coastline are a series of historic harbours, each with its own unique story to
tell.

From the bustling port city of Halifax to the charming fishing villages of
Lunenburg and Shelburne, Nova Scotia's harbours have played a vital role

https://reader.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkFoNE5OakF3blZmZVBsNlRTWDBUVk1ucXh5azhWYXJtQWFhNlpnaThEOHR0aWpUZjk1dGxxSHV0S0YxamJwNjlFTlRoZStvTWxUYkNcL2c1XC9PN1dwWlpqOFEwYjZTcG9lR3FOWTk0WHNaV2ZydENyTGtwa0h5WDk1S0liT2RRalhUcWdQZTN0anNmSEhXc0pRZ3c3bVVcLys3eUFLUkdwZVJNRWl3eHN3Sld3YnhaNFVsbkJTOTVPK3BSb3pnbVBMeE10XC85cnJSK2U0MzFJUlh4MDFsWjZBPT0iLCJpdiI6IjFmYzIwODg2NWM2ZWZlMzIxNjZhZGI2MTMzNDUxY2ExIiwicyI6ImZhMzY0ZWFjYjkyOTI4YmIifQ%3D%3D


in the province's economic, cultural, and social development. They were
once gateways for European settlers, hubs for shipbuilding and trade, and
havens for fishing fleets. Today, they continue to be vibrant communities,
offering a glimpse into the rich heritage of the province.

In this article, we will explore some of Nova Scotia's most notable historic
harbours, uncovering their fascinating past and showcasing their present-
day charm. Prepare to embark on a maritime adventure that will leave you
captivated by the beauty, history, and culture of Nova Scotia.

Halifax Harbour: The Gateway to the Atlantic

The largest harbour in Nova Scotia, Halifax Harbour is a bustling gateway
to the Atlantic Ocean and the heart of the provincial capital. Founded in
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1749 as a British naval base, Halifax played a significant role in the
defence of Canada during wartime.

Today, Halifax Harbour is a vibrant hub for trade, tourism, and culture. Its
waterfront is lined with historic buildings, museums, and attractions,
including the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, the Halifax
Citadel National Historic Site, and the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic.
Visitors can take a harbour ferry to explore the historic islands of Georges
Island and McNabs Island.

Lunenburg Harbour: A UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Nestled on the south shore of Nova Scotia, Lunenburg Harbour is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site renowned for its well-preserved 18th-century
architecture. The town of Lunenburg was founded in 1753 by German
Protestants, and its unique architectural style reflects their heritage.

Lunenburg Harbour was once a major shipbuilding centre, and its
shipyards played a significant role in the development of Canada's fishing
industry. Today, Lunenburg is a popular tourist destination, offering visitors
a chance to explore its historic streets, visit the Fisheries Museum of the
Atlantic, and take a whale-watching tour from the harbour.

Shelburne Harbour: A Historic Loyalist Settlement
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Located on the southwestern coast of Nova Scotia, Shelburne Harbour is a
historic Loyalist settlement founded in 1783. The Loyalists were British
colonists who remained loyal to the Crown during the American Revolution
and were forced to flee the United States.

Shelburne Harbour was once a thriving commercial port, and its shipyards
were known for building some of the fastest sailing ships in the world.
Today, Shelburne Harbour Provincial Park is a popular destination for
camping, hiking, and boating. Visitors can also explore the Shelburne
County Museum and the Shelburne Harbour Heritage Park.

Mahone Bay: Home to the Three Churches
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Nestled on the picturesque Mahone Bay, the village of Mahone Bay is
renowned for its iconic Three Churches, which sit atop a hill overlooking the
harbour. The three churches, each representing a different denomination
(Roman Catholic, Anglican, and United),were built in the 19th century and
have become a symbol of the village.

Mahone Bay is a popular destination for day trips and weekend getaways.
Visitors can explore the Three Churches, take a boat tour of the harbour, or
relax on one of the sandy beaches. The village is also home to several
shops, restaurants, and galleries.

Annapolis Royal: Where History Comes Alive
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Annapolis Royal is a historic town located at the mouth of the Annapolis
River. It was founded in 1605 by French settlers and was the capital of
Acadia until the British took control in 1710. Annapolis Royal played a
significant role in the French and Indian War and the American Revolution.

Today, Annapolis Royal is a charming town that offers visitors a glimpse
into its rich history. The Annapolis Royal Historic District is home to several
historic buildings, including the Fort Anne National Historic Site, the
Governor's House, and the Old Burying Ground. Visitors can also explore
the Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens and take a walk along the waterfront.

Nova Scotia's historic harbours are a testament to the province's rich
maritime heritage. From the bustling port city of Halifax to the charming
fishing villages of Lunenburg and Shelburne, these harbours have played a
vital role in the economic, cultural, and social development of Nova Scotia.

Today, Nova Scotia's historic harbours continue to be vibrant communities,
offering a unique blend of history, culture, and natural beauty. Whether
you're interested in exploring historic sites, taking a whale-watching tour, or
simply relaxing on a sandy beach, Nova Scotia's harbours have something
to offer everyone.

So, what are you waiting for? Embark on a maritime adventure today and
discover the beauty and history of Nova Scotia's historic harbours.
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